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Shutter Terminology
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Component Identification

Each shutter component will be marked with an easily removed label to show:

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Whether the component is a panel or a frame part.
The customer number.
The customer order number.
The line item number from the order form.
The line item number will carry a suffix showing the location of the component.
“A” = the first panel on the left of the shutter.
“B” = the second panel from the left of the shutter. Etc., through “F”
“L” = the left side of the frame.
“R” = the right side of the frame. Etc., through “T” and “B”.

These labels may be easily removed once the shutter has been installed.

The natural beauty of shutters.
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ArcSolutions®
Exclusive to Mirasol®, ArcSolutions® describes the comprehensive suite of specialty shutters for arch,
eyebrow and angle top windows.

Arched Top Panels
Panels are shaped to the curvature of the window. Mirasol offers two options; - Contoured Arch or Step Top Arch.

Astragal Stiles
Astragal stiles have an extra flange attached to the overlapping stile that offers better closure in light block.

Bi-Fold Panels
Bi-fold panels are two panels, when hinged together, fold against each other. On larger windows, Bi-fold
panels can be supported by a track system.

Build Out
Build out is used to extend a frame away from the wall. Typically, it is used to move a shutter beyond an
obstruction, such as protruding window sill, tiled wall, or crank handle.

Butt Hinge (Lo-Profile Hinge)
A butt hinge is used to connect two or more panels together in a bi-fold design. Butt hinges are surface
mounted on the back to join the panels.

By-Pass Panels
By-pass panels are two or more panels mounted on an overhead track system that slide past one another.

Café Style Shutters
Café shutters cover the lower portion of the window. If framing is extended to go around the entire window
opening a surcharge will apply.

Contoured Arch Top

In a contoured arch the louvers go up to the top of the panel. The louvers are “cut and shaped” into the
arch. Every contour arch is different and depending on the size and shape of the window some or all of the
louvers operate, or some or all may be fixed, or finally, some may be operable and fixed within the arch.

Divider Rail

A divider rail, sometimes called a “mid-rail”, is placed between the top and bottom rail to add structure

and integrity to the panel. The divider rail also enables the louvers in the upper section to move independently
from those in the lower section.

Double Hung
Two independently operated panels, one mounted over the other.

EnergySavvy®
Energy Savvy describes Mirasol’s testing program to establish energy saving data unique to Mirasol Shutters.

Eyebrow
An eyebrow arch top is a shutter in which the width is greater than the height for the arch.

Fascia (\Valance)
A decorative trim used to hide the track in a track system.

The natural beauty of shutters.
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Filler Strip
A filler strip (sometimes called “Build out”) is used to return a Z-frame back to the wall when it is necessary
for the frame to not be fully recessed into the opening.

Flange
The flange is the part of the Z-frame that overlaps the wall.

Gliders

Mirasol® Gliders feature an overhead aluminum track system from which the panels are suspended. Smoothly
sliding on precision-crafted wheeled carriers, the panels glide open or closed as they are effortlessly

pushed from side to side.

GreenAssured®
Mirasol Shutters are compliant to proposed regulations against toxic emissions and against formaldehyde
off gassing. Mirasol test data is published under criteria established by ITA’s Green Assured program.

Hanging (hidden) Strip
A 3/s” x 17 strip that is mounted behind the panels and in combination with a wrap around hinge, permits an
IM installation

Hidden Tilt Bar

Hidden tilt is an aluminum tilt bar that is nailed into the sides of the louver and nests into the stile on the
back side of the panel. This construction eliminates the centered traditional tilt bar for an unobstructed or
clear view through the louvers. It is sometimes referred to as rear tilt.

Hoffman Keys
Mirasol frames are mitered and joined with a “Hoffman key”. The “Dovetail” key is a plastic fastener that
slides into a groove in the frame.

Horizontal T-Post
A T-post mounted across the shutter to separate independent panels mounted above and below each
other. It offers a superior assembly for “double hung” shutters.

Hub

The hub is responsible for giving fan top shutters their unique shape and look. It is a circular piece of material
located in the center of the shutter. The louvers connect from the hub directly to the frame,

creating a sunburst effect

Linear Foot
The measurement taken to charge for a length of material, such as tracks, build out, hang strips and mount
boards. Measure the length required and “round up” to the nearest foot.

Louvers
Louvers are the panel components that rotate to offer control over the light and view.

Mouse Hole

The mouse hole is placed in the top rail and is positioned so that the tilt rod “nests” into the mouse hole.
Mirasol mouse hole is top only, but can be specified to be added to the bottom rail as well. There is no
mouse hole on rear tilt panels.

Mullion
The part of the window itself, either vertical, horizontal or both, that divides the glass panes.
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NWF (net with frame)
With this method of taking dimensions the measurements correspond to the finished size of the shutter,
including the frame measured from the front of the shutter.

Opening Size
The dimensions of the window opening.

Outside Mount
A shutter mounted to the outside of the window case or on the wall around the window.

Rabetted Stile
Stile that has an interlocking shape to ensure a tighter fit between panels, resulting in an effective light block
and professional look. The rabbet detail on the right panels close over the rabbet detail on the left panels.

Rear Tilt
Same as “Hidden Tilt”

Shutter Frame

The shutter frame is a profile used to frame the shutter panels. Frames provide a square and even mounting
structure for the panels, can compensate for an out of square openings, offer superb light blockage, and
add a decorative trim to the window opening.

Step-Top Arch
In a step-top arch the “top rail” is solid within the arch. There is a maximum rise of 15” inches from the break
point to the top. The step top solid rail is mouse holed and the louvers below are all operable.

Stiles

Stiles are the vertical side pieces of a panel that are secured to the horizontal rails. The stiles hold the louvers
into place and keep them evenly spaced for proper operation.

Sub Stile / Center Stile

The stile that is created when two stiles are joined together in Bi-Pass configurations

T-Post

The T-post is a vertical component that is inserted into a shutter frame to separate the individual panels
and also add structural support. It is required once a shutter surpasses Mirasol’s maximum width though it
can also be used for decorative purposes or to cover a window mullion.

Tension Screw
The screw(s) installed through the stile into the louver. It is a Phillips head screw and is used to adjust the
tensioning of the louvers.

Tilt Rod

A tilt rod is located in the center of the panel and coordinates the movement of the louvers by
connecting them to one another. When opening the louvers, pull down on a louver but do not pull on the
tilt rod.

Track
The metal hardware system used to carry the shutters in a bi-fold or by-pass configuration.

Valance (same as Fascia)
A decorative trim used to hide the track in a track system.
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